Weak Hebrew Verbs - Initial Nun
Dennis Bratcher

Basic quideline: initial nun assimilates with preformatives

A. A nun at the end of a syllable (following preformative letters) usually assimilates to the

following consonant.

Qal Imperfect, 3rd masc sing: \ %01 > 701 — 99D’ — 7D
Niphal Perfect 3rd Masc Sing: V%1 7811 - 9¥%1 > %)
Hiphil Imperfect, 3rd Plural: \ 901 > ’I'?’E,)Jj’_ —> ’1‘7’95?’_ — 17
Hophal Participle Masc Sing: V731 5 7319 —> 7333 —> 7330 or Tan
. Forms dependant on the imperfect (infinitives and imperatives) use the assimilated root.
Qal Imperative, 2nd masc sing: VW — Vil — Vil - U3 — Vi
Hiphil Imperative, 2nd Masc Plural: VW — TWOAID — WD — WD — WD
Qal Infinitive Construct: VW — Vil — Ui - UP— DW3*

. In rare cases, for example when the middle letter is a gutteral, the nun does not
assimilate.

Qal Imperfect, 3rd masc sing: VAT — A3

. [PV conjugates just like an initial nun verb in the Qal imperfect and dependant forms.
This is the only verb where an initial 5 assimilates.

Qal Imperfect, 3rd masc sing: P - npe - e — e
Qal Imperative, 2nd masc sing: \ po — HE?D — NRRD = NRD —> NP
Qal Infinitive Construct: \ po — HE?’_ — NP> — NP> — DoR™

. 1Dl is irregular because the final nun elides before suffixed elements. This is the only
verb where a final nun elides.

Qal Perfect, 1st sing: \ N1 —°nin] —°hDl
Qal Imperative 2nd masc sing : \ NI —=> 1010 > 100D > 1D —> 1D
Qal Infinitive Construct: v N1 — 101 = 1hD° — 10° — Din— hp*

. A few verbs with initial yod conjugate just like an initial nun verb in imperfect and
dependant forms. These are mostly limited to initial yod verbs with a medial sibilant

(usually X ); the yod assimilates to the following letter,
Qal Imperfect, 3rd masc sing: vy - n¥> — D¥X° — NX°

*as in other forms, the infinitive often adds n to strengthen the root.
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